Vanita Shrivastava
= varita shrivastavaitindustarfimes com

NEW DELHE The Indian Institute
of Technology, Madras has
designed an eye-screening
technology that is affordable
and accessible toa wider section
of people.

The computing technol-
ogy Eye-PAC created by
the Healtheare Technology
Innovation Centre (HTIC) at the
institute is used for extracting
information from eye images.

The technology can be
deployed to create screening
and diagnostie solutions for
a range of vision-threatening
diseases such as diabetic reti-
nopathy, glaucoma, and age-
related macular degeneration.
This enhances visual appear-
ance of eve images produced by

EYE-PAC TECHNOLOGY'S
INTELLIGENCE ENABLES
SCREENING FOR

EYE DISEASES EVEN
WHEN AN EXPERT IS

m—

Snethra, un ophthalmic imag-
ing system, and locates disease
signs that may Jead to visionloss
at a very early stage,

Dr Mohanasankar, head of
HTIC and faculty of TIT-M, said,
“Considering the shortage of doc-
tors, we felt that there was aneed
fora technology where even non-
experts can screen the eye. This
canact as the first level of screen-
ing sothat only the needy patients
are referved to the experts.”
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II'lI-Madras designs eye-screening technology

EYE-ING SOLUTION

The technology's intelligence
in extracting clinically impor-
tant information enables screen-
ing for eye diseases even when
anexpertis not available, Those
who are tested positive during
screening can later be sent to
an expert for diagnosis.

“The ability to perform eye-
examination without dilatation
saves time for the patient,” Dr
Mohanasankar added.

Eye-PAC technology's intel-
ligence in extracting clinically
important information enables
sereening for eye diseases even
when an expert is not available,

Those whoare tested positive
during screening can later be
sent to an expert for referral
and diagnosis.

D Mohanasankar said, “This

capability of Eye-PAC combined
with 3nethra’s ability to perform

eye-examination without dilata-
tion saves time for the patient.”

IIT Madras dirvector, Prof.
Bhaskar Ramamurthi said, “It

Capture image

Detected

red lesions

is a matter of great satisfaction
that II'T Madras has been able
to, within two years of its incep-
tion, partner with an Indian

Enhanced image
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=The technology can
be deployed to create
screening and diagnos-
tic solutions fora
range of vision-threat-
ening diseases such as
diabetic retinopathy,
glaucoma, and age-
related muscular
degeneration

»This enhances visual

3nethra, ophthalmic
image system

techstart-up to develop a world
class product with tremendous
impact in bridging the gap in
ophthalmic screening.”



Dainik Bhaskar ND 30.05.2013 P-16

NRCIRI B g1
ATScic TRPIUT

A vran & prudE & fae ga
mmmmqﬁaﬁf&ﬁsm

i | #en

T €1 82 T % 6 TR SC
- o 618 Al # afer T & 3@ FIRG T ST = foreaer

@ &1 Teft 9 12 53 # e ?ﬂ?ﬁ?ﬁﬁ
q&%mqﬁ:gaﬂm

r@‘ﬁlmsﬁﬂqﬁﬁ%%m&ﬂﬁvﬁmmaﬁso

TR A (21 TG F9Q) & Iufasial 1 15 TR A (FHE 11
wrE) it A IS # & S|

TREE F S ARE Ysiiee e fyan A e fF 3|
FHdifey § =t 2%, w9 oF 9 du=E F e ot wite €1 &
Iafie Fd ¢ gﬁwﬁm&g@zuﬁwaﬁwmﬁ%
fere e sifgan etk goe e

Page 2 of 8



Page 3 of 8

Business Standard ND 30/05/2013 P-9




Page 4 of 8

Times Of India ND 30/05/2013P-5

Ministry not to
intervene in FYUP

Akshaya Mukul | tnn

New Delhi: The HRD minis-
try isveeringaroundtoanon-
intervention approach in the
four-year undergraduate pro-
gramme proposed from the
current academic session in
the Delhi University.

After nearly two-hour
meeting on Wednesday — at-
tended by the HRD minister
M M Pallam Raju and senior
ministry officials — the dom-
inant view was that FYUPisa
good initiative and should be
implemented. Sources said
since the admission process
is barely a few days away; the
ministry is unlikely to have
another meeting on the issue.
“Right now, the mood is to
keep away from any interven-
tion,” a source said.

In the meeting, various
representations made by
those opposed to FYUP were
also discussed. DU vice-chan-
cellor Dinesh Singh’s written
clarification on each conten-
tious point was taken up. Few
officials pointed to the posi-
tive aspect of the FYUP and
argued that the public opin-
ion is not really known as on-
ly a few eminent academics

Public debate on
4-yr course today

New Delhi: The left demo-
craticteachers' forumand All
India Students’ Association
areorganizing a public
hearing on the four-year
undergraduate programme
onThursday. The hearing
“FYUP: In Whose Interest
Afterall” will be organized at
the Arts Faculty from 11am
where students and teachers
are expected to interact with
Delhi University aspirants

and their parents. tn
‘

are opposing it. Positive
media coverage, though lim-
ited, was also discussed.

Instead of delvingintothe
merits of arguments of those
opposing FYUP, the meeting
took stock of the process fol-
lowed by DU.

“Academic  arguments
against FYUP would be best
answered by the varsity ad-
ministration. How can you
intervene if Executive Coun-
cil and Academic Council of
DU have unanimously ap-
proved the new course?” a
ministry source asked.
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UGC forbids varsities from
granting affiliation to colleges

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE m
NEW DELHI

The University Grants
Commission (UGC) has
asked universities to stop grant-
'mf‘ any further affiliation to
colleges offering technical or
professional degrees till further
communication. The crucial
decision ahead of the coming
new academic session comes in
the wake of a Supreme Court's
ruling last month that colleges
do not need AICTE's approval
for running MBA and MCA
courses.

While the HRD Ministry
has already initiated steps to
bring an ordinance restorin
the powers of All India Counci
for Technical Education, the
UGC's directive has come as it
is in the process of working
suitable guidelines and regula-
tions in view of the apex court
ruling. The guidelines would
ensure standard of teaching
and learning in affiliated col-
leges offering professional and
technical courses.

Last month, the Supreme
Court court had ruled that col-
leges affiliated to a university
do not come under the purview
of the definition of ‘technical

the

institution' as defined in the
AICTE Act and in such a case,
AICTE cannot directly control
or supervise affiliated

colleges. It had ruled
that AICTE was only an advi-
sory body and colleges
affiliated to various universities
are not required to take its
approval for running MBA
programmes.

The UGC in its notice said
"any dilution of standards of
technical education at :
this juncture
would also belie

trust S
reposed by the \%
Supreme " g
Court on the \ 482
sanctity of the " H&®
autonomy of 77
universities.

Earlier this week the HRD
Ministry cleared a proposal to
bring an ordinance restoring
the powers of AICTE after a
Supreme Court ruling that it
was only an advisory body
and colleges affiliated to vari-
ous universities are not
required to take its approval for
running MBA programmes.

'I}hncgpr . (t)gramend the
AICTE Act through the ordi-
nance route was cleared by
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HRD Minister MM Pallam
Raju and has been sent to the
Law  Ministry,  HRD
Ministry officials said. They
said since the matter required
immediate attention to stop
mushrooming of institutes
offering management pro-
ramme, the ordinance is
eing brought in.

Theapexcourtinitsrulmg‘
in April had sai

that as per provi-
sions of AICTE
Act and UGC Act,
the former
. has no
- authorit
" whic

empowers
" it to issue or enforce
any sanctions on colleges
affiliated with the universities
as its role is to provide guidance
and recommendations.

The court also said MCA is
a technical course while MBA
is "not a technical course” with-
in definition of AICTE Act.
Ministry officials said the ordi-
nance would seek to rectify the
anomalies by redefining tech-
nical education and maki
clear mention of institutes an
universities which require the
prior AICTE approval.




Helpline for
students
abroad on
the anvil

ON CALL The helpline will forward
complaints to embassy officials concerned

Charu Sudan Kasturi
= Jetters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: For the 3,00,000
Indian students and research-
ers at universities abroad,
immediate government
response to crimes and threats
may soon be a mouse click
away. ?

India is ready to launch an
online helpline to bring acces-
sibility of prompt help to its
growing population of students
at foreign universities, who in
recent years have fallen victim
to a spate of crimes ranging
from racist attacks in Australia
to fraud by dubious US and UK
universities.

The ministries of exter-
nal affairs (MEA) and human
resource development (HRD)
will jointly run the helpline
that will register and track
complaints, and then immedi-
ately forward these to a desig-
nated officer at India’s mission
in that country.

“The portal is ready and

we are just waiting for details
of the designated officers at
missions,” SS Mantha, chair-
man of the All India Council
for Technical Education
(AICTE) told HT. The AICTE
will manage the portal and
follow up complaints with the
MEA.

Initially, students from
22 countries will gain. These
countries - the US, UK,
Australia, Canada, New
Zealand, China, Belgium,
Brazil, Denmark, Germany,
France, Israel, Italy, Japan,
Netherlands, Poland, Portugal,
Russia, Singapore, South
Africa, Spain and Trinidad
and Tobago - together host
over 95% of all Indian students
abroad.

PROMPT ACTION

Indian students pursu-
ing higher education abroad
have increased from about
53,000 in 2000 to over
3,00,000 now.

Relations between India
and Australia took a blow in
2009 after a series of race
attacks on Indian students.

" Over 1000 Indian students

faced the threat of deporta-
tion from the US in 2011 after
California-based Tri Valley
University was shut down for
visa fraud.

Hundreds of Indian students
at Herguan, another California
university, and UK's London
Metropolitan University were
also threatened with deporta-
tion in 2012 when their institu-
tions had their licenses sus-
pended.
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Earth in line of lethal gamma-ray burst

If hit, It Will Destroy Quarter Of Qur Planet’s Ozone Layer, Up UVB Radiation By 50%

Washlngton Earth may be ly-
ing within the sights of a poten-
tially lethal gamma-ray burst
thatcan wipe outaquarter of our
planet’s protective atmospheric

ozone, scientists claim.

A Wolf-Rayet star called WR
104, some 8,000 light years away
isripe to undergo a core-collapse
supernova of the sort that could
generate a seconds-long burst of

dangerous gamma-rays.

“We could see it go supernova
anywhere from tomorrow to
500,000 years from now,” said
Grant Hill, an astronomer at the
WM Keck Observatory in Ha-
waii. “Forall intentsand purpos-
es, thegamma-ray burstand opti-
cal photons from the supernova

= msammmm,m

NEW DELHI: A good education,
job opportunities and better
healthcare top the list of things
that Indians want to improve
their lives, shows a UN survey.

Globally, the top three demands
are a good education, healthcare
and an honest and responsive gov-
ernment, shows data fromthe UN
Global Survey in 194 countries.
Honesty and responsiveness from
the governing class figures a low
eighth on India's list.

‘My World' is a survey which
asks citizens of all the countries
to select six key changes that
they think could bring difference

Hindustan Times ND 30/05/2013 P-16

‘More than honest govt, Indians want better job, education
MW

to their lives from a broader
list of 16 options like education,
healthcare or job opportunities.
It gives people a direct voice in
the choices involved in draft-
ing the world’s developmental
agenda.

To make voting easier,
UNICEF launched its mobile
application on Monday that uses
an Interactive Voice Response
(IVR)-based system available
in four languages — English,
Hindi, Oriya and Tamil. To
cast your vote on mobile, call
07302010000 or cast your vote
online at www.myworld2015.0rg.

“Given the deep penetra-
tion of the mobile phone in
this country, we are hopeful

that millions of people will cast
their vote,” said Minar Pimple,
regional director, Asia Pacific,
UN Millennium Campaign.
“This is a step towards making
the process more participa-
tory and inclusive. The survey
is designed to engage common
citizens in global conversation.”

“After identifying the key
problems affecting the people
across the globe, the UN will
develop a post-2015 agen-
da for the new Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs),”
he added.

India lags behind in the press-
ing issues of hunger, malnutri-
tion, infant and maternal deaths,
and sanitation.

would arrive simultaneously,”
Hill said. It has been debated
whether a GRB from WR 104 —
which lies in the direction of our
Milky Way’s galactic centre —
would actually cross Earth's
path. However, Hill said that giv-
en the continuing uncertainty
about the star’s alignment with
our own, such a scenario can’t be
ruled out, Forbes.com reported.
If such a GRB did hit Earth’s
atmosphere, said Adrian Melott,
a physicist at the University of
Kansas, it would likely cause a
50% increase in solar UVB radi-
ation. This would not only dis-
rupt photosynthesis among ma-
rine and freshwater plankton,
but also likely precipitate some

sort of broader extinction event,
Melottsaid. There have been con-
flicting measurements of the
star’s rotational axis and wheth-
er WR 104’s polar orientation lies
‘faceon’to Earth’slineof sightor
whether itisinclined by asmuch
as 30 to40 degrees. If the starlies
‘pole on’ to Earth that would
mean that we would be directly
in the line of fire of such a burst
which might travel along a beam
as large as 20-degrees in diame-
ter. If indeed, the star’s polar in-
clination to earth is 30 degrees,
then Earth would be untouched.

Peter Tuthill, an astronomer
at the University of Sydney in
Australia, and colleagues, first
found WR 104 in 1998. 11

and India’s top 5 priorities

A UN survey asked people in 194 countries to choose the changes
they want to improve their lives. Out of 16 changes, here are world

[ Rest of the world [l India

Total numebr of votes: 5,94,710; Share of Indian votes: 79,726




